
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 2 The Absolute Certainty of Absolute Truth Study text: 2 Peter 1.12-21 
 
Background info: 
Author: Simon Peter, “a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1.1) 
Date written: shortly after his first letter, about A.D. 67, from Rome 
Original recipients and purpose of the letter: Written to believers and churches in the area of Asia Minor, in order 
to remind them of truth, warn them about false teachers, and encourage them to grow in knowledge and grace in 
preparation for the return of Christ. 
 
Peter was an eyewitness to the glorified Christ during his life and ministry, and also an eyewitness to his 
resurrection.  In this passage, he tells us we have more than ample reason to trust that the Bible is God’s 
inspired and true word.  He reminds us of the truth, and he encourages us to live our lives in obedience to it. 

1. Peter states in verse 12 that he’s not sharing any new information; he’s simply reminding believers of the 
truth they already know and are established in.  Why would he want to remind his readers – then and 
now – of these things (specifically, the qualities listed in 2 Peter 1.5-7) if they already knew them (consider 
2 Peter 1.12; Philippians 3.1; 1 John 2.21)?  What kinds of things cause us to so easily forget the truth?  
What can we do, practically speaking, to remind ourselves of what’s true?  

2. What did Peter expect was going to happen to him (2 Peter 1.13-14; see also 2 Corinthians 5.1; 2 Timothy 
4.6)?  Who told him this was going to happen (John 21.18-19)?  How did this expectation lead him to act?  
Do you view your remaining time on Earth with the same sense of urgency?  

3. What kind of spiritual legacy did Peter hope to leave (2 Peter 1.15)?  What kind of spiritual legacy would 
you like to leave?  How can God use you to impact the generations that follow (consider 2 Timothy 2.2; 
Psalm 71.18)?  Who can you invest in today in order to make that happen?  

4. Do people today view the Bible as a cleverly devised myth (2 Peter 1.16)?  Why are Christ’s power and 
coming significant (see Matthew 24.27, 30-31)?  What credibility did Peter have to back up his words and 
teaching (consider 1 John 1.1-2)?  

5. What historical account is Peter describing in verses 17 & 18 (see Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9)?  Who was 
speaking and why did He speak?  Why do you think Peter, James, and John got to experience this event?  
What do you think you would have said or done if you had experienced it (consider Isaiah 6.4-5)?  

6. What does Peter say is more fully confirmed than even his eyewitness to the transfiguration of Jesus (2 
Peter 1.19)?  How is this prophetic word like a lamp in the darkness (see Psalm 119.105)?  What is the 
danger of prophecy that comes from human interpretation (consider 2 Timothy 4.3-4)?  

7. Where instead does prophecy (i.e. the Bible) come from (2 Peter 1.21; 2 Timothy 3.16)?  How can we trust 
it is true and not a cleverly devised myth?  Has the word of God illuminated and changed your life?  If you 
do not spend consistent time in the Bible, what can you to change that? 

8. In light of this passage, what is one thing you will begin to act on this week? 


